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Solitude
A unique academy in profile

As dizputes rage over orts funding, amid
demands lor sccountability and commer-
cial viabllity and accusations of cultural
alitism, one of Baden-Worttemberg's
most impressive monuments acls as o
port of tranguility within the stormy seas
ol this debate. The Akademie Solitude
sees itselfl as a bastion of artistic freadom
and excellence ereating an innovative
environment for independently-minded
artists. Stuart Marfow reports,

In 1987, Stuttgart’s baroque icon Schiod
Solitude was in a rather ditagidated state
What 1o do with one of the city's most
impartant historical buikdings was a key
quaestion for the municipal government at
tha time. After much dalibaration, it was
decided 1o house an intarnational residen-
tial arts acadamy at Soluda. Renovation
work began and by 1990 the Akademia
Solitude boasted 29 swdio aparrments
olfering living and warking space for young
resident artists from all over the warld
Founder and director Jean Baphsta Joby
has been careful to creale a climate in
which young artists lesl thay are pan ol a
creative ensemble without being subjectod
ta any kind of institutional prassure of
claustiophobia-inducing conditions. On the
whole this deficate balance has been well
mainizgined. There are lew camplaints of
‘castle fever' from the artists whao spend
betwean s and sightesn months in the
relative isolation of Schlol Soditude.

Up ta two thousand applications par
yoar ara processed from promiging, mosthy
young artists from all cormers of the globe.
Fields ol artistic expertise range from the
graphic ars to design, music, literalura,
theatre, and video. Under the heading “Art,
Scence and Busingss” the Academy has
also beap yidaning 15 scope of activities
sinca 2003. Exhibitions, perlormances, and
concarts are held regularky at the academy.

“Promating and maintaining high artistic
standards at an international lavel is the
maast wital elamant of our work here,” says
Jean Bapuiste Jeby. ~it's about creating
a climate fof creativity and intarcultural
artistic exchange, To do this we constantly
adapt to the needs of our rasidantial an-
semble. Whan they leave, these amisis
bocome part of a global network spread
neross aghty nations worldwade,”

The language used mast often at tho
Akademie Solitude is English. Thare is a
mirimum sat ol social requiremants the
resident artists ame axpocted 1o obsorve,
but respect for private space and relasation
are two key elemants invalved in main-
tEening A creative stmosphars 10 work i
Convarsations with two resident artisis,
ona Amancan and one Bhtish, attest 1o the
beanefits of the Solilude model

Avant-garde New York artist Jackia
Sumall arrived in November 2008 with
mamonaes of tha horars of the New Crleans
floods still present in het mind. "My first
few wirdks hera wera influsnced by the
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contrast batwean the peace of Schiof
Solitude and tha turbuleance of what had
happaned in Mew Orleans | soon discover-
ad how impartant peace and quist s, (o
take a step back and mflect on what you
are doing. I've got 1o know arnsis working
in 5o many other areas. Through mixing
with designess hede, | bast my ‘anti-designer’
prejudice, for exampla You share skills
through being pan of & working ensemble
and you move on as an artist. 11 makes a
great contnbution to your devalopment ”

Electronic interaction designer Ben
Hooker is a resident artist in Schloss Sofi-
tuda, though he occasionally has (o fly back
to London from Stutigart to fulFEl work okl
gatiens He enpoys the contaast bebwoan
the strésses of the English metropohs and
the paace of Solitude

“There is a lot of social and financial
prassure in my field, which is very demand.
tng. In London yvou can’t avaid it Tho peace
hare is an imporant luxury that many
artists dan’t get. Here, | don’t hava 1o meet
production targets all the fime - | am free
to expahimanl You havo to axpefimant to
move loPwasd as an arlist.”

Talking to both membars ol stall and
resident artists at Aksdemie Solitude, you
ara lalt with the impression of & uniguely
laid Back” working chmate. Solituda
appears to be lar less alitist than many
other resident an scadamies, which can
somatimes be seen as axclusive anclaves
for a selact few. The achievements of the
last decade can ba measurad by bath the
intornational network of lellows that's been
built up and the high number of regular
visitors 1o Schiol Solitude. Check out the
Acadomy's wabsie for exhihitions and
avants’ wany akadame-solitude de



